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THE plollan) LITUATIUN IN IKDUCHINA
— e =

hg a buckground for tihe zresent military situsition, i thimk 1t would
be useful to consider the development of the Viet Hinh forees opposing the
Frenen and Viet hamese in indochina,

Until the fsll of 1950 the war was largely suerrilla sction against
rrenen oubposts throughcut the length of Indochina., In septesber 1950 the
Viet .inh forces lsunched conmcerted attacks and overran seversi French out-
roats in Tonkin, forecing the French to withdraw tueir forces into the
Tonkin uelta., In esriy 1951 Viet !iinh forces were reorganized into di-
vizional sized units indicsating their develorment from a guerrilla force
into jlarge organired units. In iste 1%¥51 Viet :Jinh forces agsin launched
sustalined attacks szsinst remaining Srench outposts sni the uvelta. These
attacss 30 severely threatened the irench positicn in Tonkin that_a direct
“outgeue was the decision to send U3 ald. General de Latire also assumed
comaarxi at this time,

During 1952 the ?rench redcined reistive frecdus of overiand move-
ment in the area west of the Ked iiver., The Viet .iinh concentrated their
forces east of the Red Hiver and north of the Delte. in additional two
divisions were locsted in southezstern Tonkin just cutside the French |
perimeter.

The French were unsble Lo esiabiish the dirsction in which the Viet
dinh would attack last Fsll sithcugh the srea from witdeh the stiacks would
be launched and the approximate timing were ssneraily sccurate. The

sttack bezan in early October, insteed of launching a frontal attack on
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the Delta, the Viet Hinh forces Jdruve westwuard across the red River and
sent some forces southwerd to cut off supply routes between the velia and
Frenci: outposts in Ne San snd Lol Cheu, This isolated two substential
segments of French forces, forcing them to rely on air resupply. These
forces were grouped around two airfields but at one tine auring the
operations, the group at iia San had to rely on air drops becauss the land-
ing field wss subjected to eneny mortar fire. The French used more than
100 C=47 transports and were sble to tring in sufficient supplieec and re-
in?oreementa to keep the two garrisons from being overrun.

4nile the Viet . inh contained the isolated .rencn forces, they also
advanced west and scuth and overran s small rrencit garrison at Ulen Blen
#hu just a {ew miles from the border of Laos. dmall ¥iet inh elements
pursued the retreating rench forces into norihern Laos.

The rench forces in the velta launchied an atteck siong the sast
side of the fed siver against Viet .idnh supply routes and supply instal-
lations. ihay'ﬁuéeeeded in overrunning and capturing one large su, ply
dump of about 300 tons and then withdrew into the Delta.

Thne French nad besen supporting reo tribesmen around Laoksy, but when

by the/ .‘

their overland route aleong the river wi.s cut be#h Vict tinh advence,supply
ani liaison difficulties incressed, & Viet Yinh forece supporied by sbout
ten battalions of Chinese troops who crossed tne border from [unnan attacked
the Hec guerrillas and forced thes to disperse. The Chinese forces subse-
guently returned to Yunnan.

During this campaign two remeining Viet -inh divisions had successfully

infilbtrated the southern border of the Jelts and had forced the diversion
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of French forees frui the anol area, The Jiet Qinh forces were then
forced to withdraw and have since been resbihg andd refitting in south-
esst Tonkin nesr the Jeita perimeter. There are zt yresent an esti-
mebed 40,000 Viet 4inh regular and regional troops within the Delta.

The Viet :inh offensive spent itself Jduring vecember .robably be-
cause of & coﬁbinati&n of heavy losses, ilack of logisticel support in
their extended position and the onset of the rainy season whieh sub-
stentially reduced combat activities.

During the past sgrproximetely three-month pericd, tie other Viet
“iinh divisions lisve been rest:ng and refitting northwe:t of the Uelta
and now appear ready to renew the offensive, The direction of attack
is again roblematic but reconnaissance activities suggest that at
lepst part of the forces will attack im the direction of the French
garrisona at Sas Neuae about 30 miles inside Laos.

The movement of Viet inh forees into lLaos wouid be more in the
neture of a logisticsl exercise than & hard fought cam aign. The
strategic value »f ncrthern Laos to the Viet «inh is guestionable.
it is extremely mountainous, undevélcped country and iz of doubtful
value sxcert from Lhe stendpeint of {urther restricting French in~-
fluence outside the velta. By launching a strong atitsck against
“am Neua the Viet ‘iinh could achéive a 'ches; victory" as & morale
boest for the troops snd utilize such & victory for propegands purposes.

{nly three French batiziions now garrison JSam Heus and they could not

L% CI K &I

Approved For Release 2000/05$2Eudt9(-WB8ﬁﬁQM143R0001001 10009-1



B——

‘ Approved For Release 2000/05/23 : Q . f:': ':ﬂi R000100110009-1

i Beeurity nformation,

hold in the face of a concentrated sttack. The weather is suitebie
for ailitery o erubions auring $he next rour to six weesxs after which
the raoiny sesson sets in and sharply restricts military activities.

In any future attacks, ¢s hes been the csse in the pasi, logistiecal
_robieus will significanily limit Viet .iinh operstiocas. the Jrench-
held Delts comprises most of the rlce .roducing area in [onkin and
consequently the Viet .iinh heve been forced to launch ricé offensives
into the Delta each summer. 3.all units infiltrave ine Uelita after
the rice had been collected end carry aws  #s mucnh as they can with
the hely of coolie labor. the Viet iilnh have eﬁtahiishea amall
mobile plants in Tonkin to menufacture hand grensies, and some smail
srmg but the majority of such equipment must be cbtained in Communist
china. In eariy 1952 Chinese aid wns estimated o hove reached more
than 1,000 tons .er month, These suppii=s included such itens as
mortor end srtiilery smeunition, TNT, gasoline, shces, clothing, cotton
snd medicine supplies, sore recentiy tie rate of flow of such
supplies has aporoximated 50U-700-tons per month. These supplies can
be moved by motor truck to near the red siiver and beyond that much
of the transport is by coolis labor. There huve been reports that
as many as 20,000 cvolies were eépxoyed during tne campsaign .ast
fall. These iimiting logistiec capsbilities wiil, therefore, hinder
sny extensive military campsign into Lsos and wiil also rastriet the
size Of»thﬁ parrisons that con be maintsined chere after the Ffanch
forces are driven out. oJome supplies cun now be moved down routes algng
the led diver but the srea of ‘unnan sdjacent to the unortisr border of

tonkin is not & usefui source for Lhe xind of supgiies which are required
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